Guardianship bill 
goes to DeSantis 


House passes measure to fix flaws 
in the program unanimously. B1 
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SpaceX to hold 
| ~ launch Saturday 


Rocket will be carrying Starlink 
internet satellites into orbit. Al4 
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NATIONAL 


Testing lag ‘a failing? a top US health official said. Experts 
still don’t have an understanding of spread’s size. A6 


BUSINESS 


Deepening crisis sent stocks into another alarming slide, 
triggering an automatic shutdown in trading. A 


DISNEY WORLD CLOSING 


IN MIDST OF PANDEMIC 


JOE BURBANK/ORLANDO SENTINEL 
Workers at Walt Disney World paint Cinderella Castle on Thursday. The same day, it was announced the theme park would close for two weeks. 


Seminole sees 
first reported 
case of virus 


By NASEEM S. MILLER 


State health officials confirmed 
the first case of COVID~19 in Semi- 
nole County on Thursday — a 
68-year-old man who had gone on 
a Nile River cruise in Egypt — and 
some experts predict that there 
will many more Florida cases in 
the coming weeks. 

Dr. Brian Nobie, an emergency 
physician in Orlando, said people 
started asking for COVID~19 test- 
ing a couple of weeks ago and 
while some of the concerns are 
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Travel chaos 
as residents, 
visitors adjust 


By RYAN GILLESPIE 
AND STEPHEN HUDAK 


Oviedo High School teacher 
Kevin Patterson and 10 of his stu- 
dents headed south through 
North Carolina on a charter bus 
on Thursday afternoon a long way 
from home and even farther from 
where they wanted to be. 

The group was planning to 
compete today at a national con- 
ference for TV production stu- 
dents in Washington, D.C., and fly 
home on Monday. But a day after 
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EXPANDED COVERAGE INSIDE 


E GLOBAL: Sweeping travel bans cascaded around the world, 
slowing engines of commerce to stem the pandemic. A7 


E SCHOOLS: Central Florida classes remain in session, but 
administrators are devising ways to put more lessons online. A6 
E JAILS: Prisons across the state are halting inmate visitations, 
while Central Florida jails say they’re focused on sanitation. A7 
E EXPOSURE: A Brazilian official who was close to Trump 

and Pence at; Marsan Lago tests positive for c coronavirus. JAG. 


E BIANCHI: Chaos of the sports shutdown shows leaders are as 
baffled and confused as the rest of us in the face of pandemic. C1 


E EDITORIAL: This isn’t just a public health crisis. It’s revealed 

a crisis of confidence in our government’s ability to handle it. A16 
E LOCAL: Worries don’t faze lawmakers, as Legislature 

keeps working amid fampant shutdowns, cancellations. et 


E NEWSLETTER: Sign up for daily úpdateš of the latest on 
the coronavirus outbreak at OrlandoSentinel.com/newsletter. 


Universal plans 
to shutter park 
for weeks as well 


By DEWAYNE BEVIL, 
GABRIELLE RUSSON 


Throughout its nearly 50-year 
history, Walt Disney World has 
closed briefly because of looming 
hurricanes and the 9/1 terrorist 
attacks, but late Thursday, the 
company announced it will shut 
down for nearly two weeks start- 

ing Sunday be- 


BUSINESS: cause of the co- 
Disney is ronavirus pan- 
waiving $50 demic — an un- 
change fees precedented 

to allow move. 

visitors to The announce- 
postpone ment had a 
their trips sweeping effect. 
until later About 30 minutes 


this year. A14 after Disney broke 
the news, Uni- 
versal said its theme parks are 
closing Sunday most likely 
through the end of the month, too. 
Universal hotels and Universal 
CityWalk will remain open. 

A SeaWorld spokeswoman in 
Orlando could not provide an up- 
date late Thursday. 
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‘Nightmare’ 
scenario for 
area workers 


By CHABELI CARRAZANA, 
MARCO SANTANA, CAROLINE 
GLENN AND AUSTIN FULLER 


In Central Florida’s low-wage 
economy, workers are feeling the 
brunt of the coronavirus outbreak 
in their paychecks as more com- 
panies cancel events, reduce 
hours and, in the worst cases, lay 
people off. 

The fallout escalated Thursday 
when Orlando-based stage pro- 
duction company Christie Lites 
laid off half its local workforce — 
about 30 employees — in the first 
known round of layoffs associated 
with coronavirus. More than 700 
Orlando Magic part-time workers 
were told not to come in to work 
Thursday after the NBA sus- 
pended its season. And the Orange 
County Convention Center, one of 
the major engines of Orlando-area 
tourism, has an empty calendar 
through March 20 with some 
shows also canceling in April and 
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AMERICAN RHAPSODY © 


An evening of all American composers featuring music 
deeply rooted in the culture that binds us all together. 
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ERIC JACOBSEN, MUSIC DIRECTOR 
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